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identity. These conflicts have invariably sucked in neighboring 
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and demography. Dealing with transborder migrations from 
Bangladesh to West Bengal, The Marginal Nation analyzes these 
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historical, cultural and geographic dimensions along with the 
economic and demographic. 


Written in an activist interventionist mode, this book challenges the 
validity of the concept of the nation-state in the context of post- 
colonial South Asia. Ranabir Samaddar demystifies the constructs 
of ‘borders’ and ‘national territory’ by bringing to the fore the 
viewpoints of the migrants themselves. He questions the practical 
value of these terms by showing how the flow of people across the 
Indo-Bangladesh bordez is prompted by historical and social 
affinities, geographical contiguity, and the economic imperative. 
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